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greatest captain ?' and that he answered,' Alexander, king of
Macedonia; because with a small band he defeated armies
whose numbers were beyond reckoning; and because he had
overrun the remotest regions, the merely visiting of which
was a thing above human aspiration.' Scipio then asked ' to
whom he gave the second place? * and he replied, ' To Pyr-
rhus; for he first taught the method of encamping; and,
besides, no one ever showed more exquisite judgment in
choosing his ground and disposing his posts; while he also
possessed the art of conciliating mankind to himself to such
a degree, that the nations of Italy wished him, though a for-
eign prince, to hold the sovereignty among them, rather than
the Eoman people, who had so long possessed the dominion
of that part of the world,' On his proceeding to ask ' whom
he esteemed the third ?' Hannibal replied, * Myself, beyond
doubt.' On this Scipio laughed, and added, ' What would
you have said if you had conquered me?' 'Then,' replied
the other, * I would have placed Hannibal, not only before
Alexander and Pyrrhus, but before all other commanders.'
This answer, turned with Punic dexterity, and conveying an
unexpected kind of flattery, was highly grateful to Scipio, as
it set him apart from the crowd of commanders, as one of in-
comparable eminence." Whether true or not of Hannibal,
this anecdote is characteristic of Scipio,

Hannibal excelled as a tactician. No battle in history is a
finer sample of tactics than Cannae. But he was yet greater
in logistics and strategy. No captain ever marched to and
fro among so many armies of troops superior to his in num-
bers and material as fearlessly and skillfully as he. No man
ever held his own so long or so ably against such odds. Con-
stantly overmatched by better soldiers led by generals always
respectable, often of great ability, he yet defied all their ef-
forts to drive him from Italy for half a generation. Not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